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Make sure your holiday season starts with the best holiday
event in Evanston! Don’t miss enjoying these favorite
Yule festivities with your family and friends …
• NORTH SHORE CHORAL SOCIETY
• EVANSTON DANCE ENSEMBLE
• Evanston Children’s Choir
• ETHS Concert Choir & A Capella Singers
• Audience Sing-a-Long
• Handel’s Hallelujah Chorus
• And, a BIG bonus 

for all kids from1 to 101 
— a visit from Santa and his elves!

Russian Rhapsodies
Lawrence Eckerling, Conductor

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2014—3:00 PMEVANSTON SYMPHONY HOLIDAY CONCERT

German Favorites
Lawrence Eckerling, Conductor

2:30 PM ON

SUNDAY OCTOBER 26, 2014
2:30 PM ON

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 1, 2015

Tickets: Adults $25/$40*
Children under 18 yrs. $10/$15*
*second price shown is 
Preferred Seating area ticket.

Family Package Special: 
Save at least $10 
2 adults and 3 children  only
$70/$100*

To guarantee your seat, order tickets for the Evanston
Symphony holiday concert along with your concert series
subscription so you won’t have to give it another thought. 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2014—3:00 PM
Evanston Township High School Auditorium 
1600 Dodge, Evanston

Ordering is easy: Complete the order form 
and mail today, call 847-864-8804, 
or order on-line at www.evanstonsymphony.org

Rachmaninoff’s Rhapsody on
a Theme of Paganini, one of

the supreme virtuoso works for
piano and orchestra, is paired
with the Rhapsody on
Moldavian Themes by the
Russian/Polish Mieczyslaw
Weinberg, composed just after
World War II to honor his
Moldavian-Jewish heritage. This
will be the Midwest premiere of
this vibrant work. Prokofiev
meant for his Fifth Symphony to “glorify the human
spirit,” and it reflects the optimism of future victory
near the end of World War II.

WEINBERG Rhapsody on Moldavian Themes

RACHMANINOFF Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini
Kate Liu, Piano

PROKOFIEV Symphony No. 5 in Bb Major

Kate Liu,
Piano

Michelle Areyzaga returns to
the ESO in Richard

Strauss’ final work, his beautiful
tribute to the soprano voice the
Four Last Songs. Brahms’ Third
Symphony is a cornerstone of
the concert repertoire, with an
opening theme expressing his
personal motto “free but happy”
and an instantly memorable
folksong-like third movement.
Wagner’s Overture to
Tannhäuser will provide a sonorous and brassy
conclusion to this program of favorites by German
composers.

BRAHMS Symphony No. 3 in F Major

R. STRAUSS Four Last Songs
Michelle Areyzaga, Soprano

WAGNER Overture to Tannhäuser

Michelle Areyzaga,
Soprano



PRE-CONCERT MUSICAL INSIGHTS

Everyone is invited to enjoy a sneak preview!
Composers come alive and their passions

take center stage when ESO’s Maestro Lawrence
Eckerling and General Manager David Ellis take

you on an insider’s tour of the history and highlights
behind the music. Join us for pre-concert Musical Insights

previews at 1:30 p.m. on the Friday preceding
each Sunday’s scheduled concerts at
The Merion, 1611 Chicago Ave., Evanston.

FREE and open to the public

MUSICAL
INSIGHTS

OUR SPONSORS

A great thank you to our generous sponsors for the 
2014–2015 ESO season!

Lawrence Eckerling, Conductor

Swan Lake & Mozart
Lawrence Eckerling, Conductor

CULTURAL FUND

American Romantics
2:30 PM ON

SUNDAY MARCH 15, 2015
2:30 PM ON

SUNDAY APRIL 26, 2015

The Woman’– Club of Evan–ton

Howard Hanson titled his
Second Symphony the

“Romantic,” and its lush
melodies have ensured its place
as his most popular work (and
its usage in the film score for
Alien). Samuel Barber’s Violin
Concerto is among the most
beautiful of any concerto. The
great popularity of Arvo Pärt’s
Fratres has led to arrangements
for a variety of instrumental
combinations; the ESO will perform the version for solo
violin, string orchestra, and percussion. Local favorite
Desiree Ruhstrat will demonstrate her versatility by taking
the solo role in both the Barber Concerto and in Fratres.

COPLAND El Salón México

PÄRT Fratres for Violin and Orchestra
Desiree Ruhstrat, Violin

BARBER Violin Concerto
Desiree Ruhstrat, Violin

HANSON Symphony No. 2 “Romantic

Desiree Ruhstrat, 
Violin

Tchaikovsky’s Swan Lake is
the iconic ballet, subject of

movies such as the Black Swan
and a favorite musical source for
Olympic skating programs. Its
1877 premiere was not a great
success as the music was
criticized for being “too
symphonic.” Our symphonic
suite presents 50 minutes of both favorite dances and its
grandest symphonic passages. Mozart was Tchaikovsky’s
favorite composer, and the passionate 40th Symphony
shows why as it opens this all-orchestral concert.

MOZART Symphony No. 40 in G Minor

TCHAIKOVSKY Swan Lake Symphonic Suite

Subscribe to the 
2014–2015 

Concert Season Today!

”



SUBSCRIBER BENEFITS

Subscribers always get the best prices and get the best seats!
Subscribers are guaranteed the same seats at every

performance, and from year to year. 
SAVE: More than 30% off the box office price! Subscriptions
are $96. Seniors (age 62+) save even more—four concerts for
only $80. ESO tickets are a great value.

RESERVE: Subscribers are guaranteed the same seats at every
performance.

FREE EXCHANGES: If you are unable to attend any concert,
call 847-864-8804 at least 24 hours in advance to exchange
your tickets for a later concert.

RECEIVE: a subscription to KeyNotes plus exclusive
invitations to special ESO events.

CURRENT SUBSCRIBERS: Keep your seats when you renew
by July 15. Current subscribers get priority for seat changes.

GROUP SAVINGS: Call the ESO at 847-864-8804 for savings on
ticket purchases of ten or more.

THREE EASY WAYS TO RESERVE YOUR TICKETS:
• Phone: Call 847.864.8804
• By Mail: Evanston Symphony Orchestra, 

PO Box 778, Evanston, IL 60204
• On-Line: Visit www.evanstonsymphony.org 

starting August 1st

Save on service charges for subscriptions by using phone or
mail order. (Please call 847-864-8804 for all orders with
children’s tickets.)

QUESTIONS: email tickets@evanstonsymphony.org
or call 847.864.8804.

2014–2015 ESO SEASON
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Lake Michigan
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walkway
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stairs)
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drop-off
and 
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Pick-Staiger
Concert Hall

Parking lot 
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Regenstein
Hall

CONCERT VENUE
Subscription Series Concerts
take place on Sundays at
2:30 p.m. in
Pick-Staiger 
Concert Hall, 
50 Arts Circle Drive 
(just off of Sheridan Rd.)
Evanston. Free, convenient
parking. Box office opens
at 1:30 p.m.
Map shows temporary
construction routes

SUBSCRIPTIONS Assigned Seating. Tickets will be mailed in September.

� RENEWING ESO SUBSCRIBER � NEW ESO SUBSCRIBER
� Same Seats Indicate your seating preference:
� Change my seats □ Main Floor  

to:_____________ □ Balcony

____Concert Series Subscriptions @ $96 each… = $___________

____Senior Concert Series Subscriptions @ $80 each… = $___________

I need ____free children’s (12 and under) seats with my subscription

INDIVIDUAL CONCERT TICKETS
Purchase tickets in advance and save.
Box office prices are $35, seniors $30. 
Full-time students with ID are $5.

Concert #1 #2 #3 #4

_____ _____ _____ _____ Adults @ $30 each… = $___________

_____ _____ _____ _____ Seniors @ $25 each… = $___________

_____ _____ _____ _____ Children 12 & under–free = $ No Charge

MY TAX-DEDUCTIBLE CONTRIBUTION IS… $__________

EVANSTON SYMPHONY HOLIDAY CONCERT
__Adult $25/$40* __Child $10/$15* __Family Pack $70/$100* = $__________
� Preferred Seating *second price shown is Preferred Seating area price
Family package special includes tickets for 2 adults and 3 children

Handling Fee—Waived through June 15! $___________

TOTAL PAYMENT $__________

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY/STATE/ZIP

TELEPHONE

E-MAIL

Special seating needs: _______________________________________

� Check enclosed � DISCOVER   � VISA   � MASTERCARD

CARD ACCT# EXPIRATION DATE

NAME AS IT APPEARS ON CARD

SIGNATURE

The ESO thanks you for your support. All contributions are tax deductible and will be listed in the concert program.

�

5.00



Russian Rhapsodies

Evanston Symphony Orchestra
PO Box 778 
Evanston, IL 60204

Tickets at:
847-864-8804 or
www.evanstonsymphony.org

SUBSCRIBE TODAY 
FOR OUR 
2014–2015 
CONCERT SERIES

Lawrence Eckerling,
2014 Conductor of the Year,
Community Orchestra 
— Illinois Council of Orchestras




